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(C) partner with nonprofit and community- 

based organizations to provide those covered 
individuals with assistance applying for the 
Lifeline program and information about 
product and technology choices. 

(2) MULTIPLE STATE AGENCIES.—A State 
that receives a grant under this section may 
provide grant funds to 1 or more agencies lo-
cated within the State to carry out the ac-
tivities under the grant. 

(f) OUTREACH TO STATES REGARDING GRANT 
PROGRAM.—Before accepting applications for 
the grant program established under this 
section, the Commission shall conduct out-
reach to States to ensure that States are 
aware of the grant program and how to apply 
for a grant under the grant program. 

(g) REPORT TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 3 years 

after establishing the grant program under 
this section, the Commission shall submit to 
Congress a report evaluating the effective-
ness of the grant program. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) the number of individuals notified of 
Lifeline program eligibility by States receiv-
ing grants under this section; 

(B) the number of new applicants to the 
Lifeline program from States receiving 
grants under this section, including the 
number of those applicants whose Lifeline 
program applications were approved and the 
number of those applicants whose Lifeline 
program applications were denied; and 

(C) the cost-effectiveness of the grant pro-
gram established under this section. 

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Commission such sums as may be necessary 
to carry out this section for the first 5 full 
fiscal years beginning after the establish-
ment of the grant program under this sec-
tion. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 149—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT CONGRESS 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
THE A–10 THUNDERBOLT II AT-
TACK AIRCRAFT PROGRAM, 
ALSO KNOWN AS THE WARTHOG 
AND A–10C OR OA–10C 

Mr. KELLY (for himself, Mr. BLUNT, 
and Ms. SINEMA) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Armed Services: 

S. RES. 149 

Whereas the A–10 Thunderbolt II attack 
aircraft (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘A–10’’)— 

(1) has seen action in every major United 
States Military conflict since the first pro-
duction A–10 was delivered to Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base in October 1975; and 

(2) since that time, has received several up-
grades that are reflected in the 281 A–10s in 
service as of the date of adoption of this res-
olution; 

Whereas, since Operation Desert Storm in 
1991, the A–10 has become a preferred close 
air support platform for ground troops, 
striking fear in the enemies of the United 
States and inspiring pride in the members of 
the Armed Forces; 

Whereas the A–10, which has been the 
backbone of the close air support mission of 
the Air Force for more than 40 years, has 
proven to be a highly accurate, mobile, and 
durable weapons-delivery platform that can 
be used against all ground targets; 

Whereas the A–10 supports close air sup-
port with a variety of forward-firing, free- 
fall, and precision-guided munitions; 

Whereas the A–10 is able to perform com-
bat search and rescue, air interdiction, 
armed reconnaissance, suppression of enemy 
air defenses, special operations forces sup-
port, and countersea operations in low- 
threat and high-threat environments, day or 
night; 

Whereas the A–10 provides the Air Force 
with an extensive ability to survey the bat-
tlefield and then fix, engage, target, and de-
stroy a wide range of mobile and fixed tar-
gets as an arsenal aircraft, including tanks 
and other highly armored vehicles in quan-
tity; 

Whereas the A–10 was specifically designed 
with protection from small-arms fire, includ-
ing self-sealing fuel tanks, redundant flight 
controls, and a titanium cockpit tub, which 
has proven vital to the safe return of pilots 
despite heavy damage from enemy ground 
fire; 

Whereas the A–10 has the lowest rate of 
friendly fire incidents of any combat fighter 
or bomber; 

Whereas the A–10 has one of the largest 
carrying capacities for a fighter-type air-
craft and can carry a wide range of muni-
tions and electronic countermeasures with-
out sacrificing air-to-ground capabilities; 

Whereas the close air support provided by 
the A–10, which has proven invaluable on the 
battlefield, is better than the close air sup-
port provided by any other fighter aircraft 
because— 

(1) the A–10 has excellent maneuverability 
at low air speeds and altitudes; and 

(2) the close air support provided by the A– 
10 is simple and effective; 

Whereas the slower airspeeds of the A–10 
enable longer loiter times, increasing sup-
port to troops in contact and battlefield cov-
erage; 

Whereas, of all combat planes in the arse-
nal of the United States, the A–10 is the least 
expensive to operate and purchase; 

Whereas, while the A–10 flew only 30 per-
cent of the total sorties of the Air Force dur-
ing Operation Desert Storm in 1991, these 
aircraft achieved more than half of the con-
firmed Iraqi equipment losses and fired 90 
percent of the precision-guided Maverick 
missiles; 

Whereas, during Operation Allied Force in 
1999— 

(1) A–10s destroyed more field-deployed 
Serbian weaponry than any other allied 
weapon system; and 

(2) combat search and rescue support from 
the A–10 was 100 percent effective, success-
fully rescuing 1 F–117 pilot and 1 F–16CG 
pilot; 

Whereas, during Operation Enduring Free-
dom in 2001 and Operation Iraqi Freedom in 
2003, the A–10 flew 32 percent of the combat 
sorties in both theaters, and from 2006 to late 
2013, the A–10 flew 19 percent of close air op-
erations in Iraq and Afghanistan; 

Whereas the A–10 is an effective close air 
support platform to counter violent extrem-
ist organizations, including the Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria; 

Whereas the continuing demands for close 
air support in Iraq and Afghanistan keep the 
A–10 a relevant platform, but one that re-
quires upgrades; 

Whereas, if the A–10 is removed from serv-
ice, certain gaps in responsive close air sup-
port, forward air controller, air interdiction, 
strike control and reconnaissance, and com-
bat search and rescue support could widen; 

Whereas the A–10 can be serviced and oper-
ated with high sortie rates from austere 
bases with limited facilities or logistical 
support near battle areas, including unpre-
pared dirt, grass, and narrow road runways, 

and from airfields that are too short or 
rough to handle fast jets; 

Whereas global power is essential to pre-
serving global security and stability, and the 
A–10 is essential to ensuring that the United 
States is able to continue providing un-
matched airpower, to gain and maintain air 
superiority, and to extend its global reach; 

Whereas the A–10 program supports the Air 
Force, including the Air National Guard and 
Air Force Reserve; 

Whereas, as of the date of adoption of this 
resolution, the A–10 is flying in operational 
combat squadrons at— 

(1) Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, Ari-
zona; 

(2) Eglin Air Force Base, Florida; 
(3) Moody Air Force Base, Georgia; 
(4) Gowen Field Air National Guard Base, 

Idaho; 
(5) Fort Wayne Air National Guard Sta-

tion, Indiana; 
(6) Warfield Air National Guard Base, 

Maryland; 
(7) Selfridge Air National Guard Base, 

Michigan; 
(8) Whiteman Air Force Base, Missouri; 
(9) Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada; and 
(10) Osan Air Base, Republic of Korea; 
Whereas the 355th Wing at Davis-Monthan 

Air Force Base, with an inventory of 84 A– 
10s— 

(1) has deployed 12 times since September 
11, 2001, primarily in support of troops on the 
ground; and 

(2) is responsible for training all A–10 pi-
lots; 

Whereas the 175th Wing at Warfield Air Na-
tional Guard Base, with an inventory of 21 
A–10s, has deployed 6 times since September 
11, 2001, primarily in support of troops on the 
ground; and 

Whereas the 442nd Fighter Wing at White-
man Air Force Base, with an inventory of 27 
A–10s, has deployed 9 times since September 
11, 2001, primarily in support of troops on the 
ground: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that Congress should continue to support the 
A–10 Thunderbolt II program in future fiscal 
years because— 

(1) continued support for the A–10 Thunder-
bolt II program is imperative to the national 
security of the United States; and 

(2) the United States cannot afford to risk 
its national security, or the national secu-
rity of its allies, by allowing that program to 
fall short of its vital mission. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 150—HON-
ORING THE MEMORY OF 
JEREIMA ‘‘JERI’’ BUSTAMANTE 
ON THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF 
HER PASSING 

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 
and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 150 

Whereas Jereima ‘‘Jeri’’ Bustamante (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘‘Jeri 
Bustamante’’) lived the American Dream; 

Whereas, after moving from Panama to the 
United States with her family, Jeri 
Bustamante— 

(1) attended Miami Beach Senior High 
School; and 

(2) earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Commu-
nication and Media Sciences and a Master’s 
Degree in Public Administration from Flor-
ida International University; 

Whereas Jeri Bustamante had a tireless 
work ethic and a passion for communication, 
and paid for her education by working while 
enrolled in school; 
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